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The day of their arrival they erect their huts; the
second, they hold their councils and make their pres-
ents; the third and fourth, they trade, sell, buy, bar-
ter their furs and their tobacco for blankets, hatchets,
kettles, capes, iron arrow-points, little glass beads,
shirts, and many similar things. It is a pleasure to
watch them during this trading. When it [190] is
over they take one day more for their last council, for
the feast which is generally made for them, and the
dance; and early the next morning they disappear
like a flock of birds. Now those who had sold their
goods early came to see our home, attracted thither
by the description they had heard of the beauty of
our Chapel. Father Brebeuf entertained them; and,
after he had discoursed upon Paradise and Hell to one
of their companies, a man interrupted him, asking:
‘“ And what shall we do, Esckom” (that is the name
they give to the Father), ‘‘that we may escape these
great torments?” When the Father told them what
they must do, they assured him that they were ready
to obey. He said that this Chapel was the place in
which we offered prayers to the great God of the
sky, that they must kneel down, and [191] that they
should pray to him in their hearts. I saw them all get
on their knees one beside the other, before the Altar,
or rather they squatted down, for they do not know
what kneeling is, as it is not one of their postures.
Their prayer, which was not long, having been made,
the Father asked one of them what he had said to
the great God. He replied: ‘I said to him, ‘ Have
courage to aid and succor us, and to give us a good
voyage.”” 'That was the prayer of this poor barba-
rian. While one was praying, another said to him:
‘“ Look well into thy heart for what thou wilt say to



